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The Higher Education Data Cube Subcommittee met to discuss the current status of the 

data cube and decide on the best course of action to continue.  The members were 

informed that the high school transcripts higher education is receiving now have the 

student ID numbers on them. They need to make sure that their databases have a field to 

put the number in to track the students.  However, it is possible to find a student in the 

database if the student’s first and last names, birth date and high school are known. 

 

The next steps to continue the process of implementing the data cube were discussed.  

Representatives from higher education were asked to send the layouts of their databases 

along with examples in the fields to Tommy Tao in order to make sure they are 

compatible.  Higher education will also be assigned an ID number.  There was some 

discussion as to what that will be.  It was suggested that the federal IPEDS code could be 

used so that would streamline the number of codes higher education would have to use. 

 

The issue of defining courses in the data cube was also brought up.  Delaware State 

University, Delaware Technical and Community College, and the University of Delaware 

have been meeting over the years to come up with and update a matrix of cross course 

articulation.  This could be used as a starting point for combining course data.  Wesley 

College and Wilmington College could also be included in this in order to include all of 

the public and private higher education schools in Delaware. 

 

The discussion turned to what kind of information should be included and what queries 

should be set up in the data cube.  It was decided that more research would be done about 

what queries other data cubes use as well as what higher education and secondary 

education would want to know.  The National Association of System Heads (NASH) is 

one source that will be asked about the queries other states have used. 

 

Overall, the following actions will need to be taken to continue the development of the 

higher education data cube: 

1. The matrix of course articulation and each higher education’s data base layout will 

need to be sent to Tommy Tao.  All of the codes for the data fields will be needed 

with the layouts. 

2. Higher education needs to begin entering the high school student ID numbers into 

their databases. 

3. Research will be done to determine what queries should be answered by the data 

cube.  This will come from what has been done by others as well as suggestions 

from higher and secondary education. 

4. The members of the committee received a sheet showing the information that each 

higher education’s database contains pertaining to what may be used in the data 

cube.  All of the institutions should check to make sure that their databases still 

have this information available. 

 



Ann Case will be contacting the members of the subcommittee in January to establish 

when the next meetings will take place.  It will most likely be in early February and late 

April. 

 
Six Digit IPEDS codes: 

 

Delaware State University – 130934 

 

Del Tech – Owens – 130891 

 

Del Tech – Stanton/Wilmington – 130916 

 

Del Tech – Terry – 130907 

 

Goldey-Beacom – 130989 

 

University of Delaware – 130943 

 

Wesley College – 131098 

 

Wilmington College - 131113 

 


